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TOKYO FOR US GATT DELEGATION 

1. GOM WILL PARTICIPATE IN TOKYO MEETING AS AN INTERESTED 
OBSERVER. IT WOULD, THEREFORE, HAVE NO INTEREST IN 
REOPENING ANY PART OF DRAFT DECLARATION. 

2. MOROCCO IS NOT CLASSED AS ONE OF THE LEAST DEVELOPED. 

GOM WILL NATURALLY BE WARY OF GRANTING SPECIAL PREFERENTIAL 
TREATMENT TO THESE NATIONS. WHICH MIGHT REDUCE ITS OWN 
FOREIGN AID INFLOWS. 

3. IN PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS WITH US, GOM OFFICIALS HAVE 
CHARACTERIZED REVERSE PREFERENCES AS A NECESSARY EVIL- 
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IN EFFECT THE PRICE THEY MIGHT HAVE TO PAY TO OBTAIN 
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EC AID AND TRADE CONCESSIONS. IN CONVERSATION WITH ECON 
COUNSELOR THIS WEEK, HOWEVER, FINANCE MINISTER GUESSOUS 
TOOK A STRONGER TACK. HE STRESSED (A) HIS CHAGRIN THAT EC, 

UNDER US PRESSURE, WAS RETREATING FROM REVERSE PREFERENCE 
CONCEPT AND (B) HIS VIEW THAT GRANTING SUCH CONCESSIONS 
ALLOWED COUNTRY LIKE MOROCCO TO RETAIN NATIONAL DIGNITY. 

ACCORDING TO HIM, MOST FRANCOPHONE AFRICAN STATES FEEL 
THE SAME WAY BUT ANGLOPHONES DO NOT. (WE HAVE NO WAY 
OF KNOWING WHETHER THIS IS ACCURATE.) HE ALSO ADDED 
THAT HE NONETHELESS UNDERSTOOD US MOTIVES IN PRESSING FOR 
ELIMINATION OF REVERSE PREFERENCES. 

4. WE WOULD SPECULATE THAT GUESSOUS' PRESENT STANCE 
REFLECTS FRENCH PRESSURE ON REVERSE PREFERENCES ISSUE 
AND PERHAPS EXISTENCE SEVERAL SENSITIVE BILATERAL ISSUES 
BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES (E.G. GOM RECUPERATION OF FRENCH-OWNED 
LANDS). 

ROCKWELL 
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